Monitoring 

of SME sector in Russia
brief version
Results of questioning of regional  chambers of commerce and SMEs
Conducted by the Chamber of Commerce of the Russian Federation 

and the Ministry of Economy 
	[image: image1.png]



	The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation


Moscow, June 2011
The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation has been monitoring the SME sector and the impact of the crisis on the SME sector, since end of 2008, under the assignment of  the Russian Government.
The monitoring is arranged at least twice a year and is based on the questioning of SMEs and regional CCIs. 
The recent rounds of the monitoring in  2011  were based on the questioning of SMEs and local CCIs in  32 regions. 
The monitoring data provide hands-on information about the business climate in the regions, the financial situation at SMEs, the crisis impact on the SME sector and the most acute problems and challenges facing SME. The monitoring also allows assessment of the efficiency of regional and local SME support organizations and identifies services which are in most demand by SMEs.
Diagram 1. How do you evaluate the business climate in the region where your chamber of commerce operates, % of responses: 
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Diagram 2. Has  the grey sector (shadow economy) grown in your region, in recent times?, % of responses.
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Diagram 3. Was the overall  local social-economic situation in your region affected by the crisis?, % of responses:
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Diagram 4. How has the financial situation for SMEs in your region changed recently, in terms of specific SME industries? % of responses.
Manufacturing
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The financial situation also had deteriorated for SMEs operating in tourist services, services in communication and taxation, services in vehicle storage; but improved for SMEs in food production.
Diagram 5. Did you, as an expert, observe the following changes in your region …? % of responses
Hiher
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Problems in renting premises, mentioned by respondents during the survey: lack of information about available office space and premises, premises for rent are expensive, it is difficult to collect all the papers for privatization of space. Bureaucracy. Much space and premises have already been privatized. Not enough space for rent by manufacturing companies. 
Problems  caused by introduction of insurance payments by SMEs, instead of the former unified social tax: lower salary funds at SMEs, firing personnel, reductions of costs, using informal salary payment schemes.
Diagram 6. What kinds of state support measures and tools could be most effective in your region?, %  of responses
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Diagram 7. What local SME support organizations are the most useful and in demand by SMEs?, % of responses
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